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Diego’s diary

February 2023
2023 F2AH

Hello, it’'s Diego!
Do you believe in fate? Back in the summer of 20189,

| took a Japanese language class in university

that required us to do a presentation on a Japan
culture related event in Los Angeles. | chose to do

a presentation about an exhibition called “Bakeru:
Transforming Spirits” held at Japan House in Little
Tokyo, Los Angeles. The exhibition was centered on
the culture of Tohoku! There were exhibits about the
Kokeshi, Saotome, Matsukawa Daruma, Kamakami-
sama, Sasano-Ittobori, Kasedori, Shishiodori and most
importantly, Akita’s Namahage! Who knew that three
years later, | would be living in Akita?! My professor
from that class was delighted to hear how prophetic
the presentation | made for her class ended up being.
This winter, | had an important mission. | had to go

to the Namahage Sedo Festival in Oga. I'm happy

to have accomplished it. | had a blast watching the
Namahage scare children up on Shinzan shrine on a
cold snowy night. Four years ago, | thought that the
assignment | had to do was a hassle but I'm glad that
| did it. Try giving a presentation about the culture of
a place

you’ve never been to.
Fate might lead you
there eventually.
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